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THE MOIVILLE VHG.
Knoxvills, Tenn,, October (8, 1865.

Proceeuings of a General Court

SIXTH DAT.

Eight, x. M., Monday, August 22, 18G5, court met
pursuant to ftdjoursKient.

Present, the same members as' .it last meeting, the
Judge Advocate, the Accused, aad Counsel.

The court continued the trial of the accused, Jo..
PAreonf, Colonel Sth Tennessee Cavalry.

Lt Col. P. 0. Rutherford, first witacss for defence)
hclng duly sworn, testified n& follows :

Questions bv Accused. Whdt is your name, rank,
and where do you reside. Ans. P, 0. Eutherford,
Lieut. Col, Ota Tenneesee CavAlry, Knox county,
E. Tenn.

Aro yoa acquainted "with the accused. Col. Par-ton- s?

How long have you hnown him? What is
and has hitborto been his character as an officer and
a citizen? When and where did your official con-
nection with him begin? Ans. Tea, eir, I have
known him fifteen years ; his reputation as a citizen
and a gentleman is good; ho is & good and efficient
officer; he is kind to his officers and men. At Lex-
ington, Ky, May, 1883, my official connection with
him began.

Were you acquainted with John A. Thornhill?
When and where and under what circumstances did
you firot moot hita? Ans. I became acquainted
with him at Lexington, Ky about the 15th of May,
1663. Ho camo there with a squad of. recruits,
brought by Lieut. John 0. Sawyers, Oth Tennessee
Cavalry.

"What connection had Thornhill with the WhTwi-newt-- o

Cavalry? Ans. Ho was to have been Cnp-te- ia

of company B, if he recruited enough mea.
How many men did he ever recruit for the Oth

Tennettco 0valryr and what were your opportuni-
ties of knowing? Ans. He recruited between flf-te-on

and twenty men for the regieent, according to
the rol Is of the regiment.

How long did Thornhill romain wi'Jj the Oth in
Kentucky? Under what circumstances and for
what purpoo did ho leave? Ans. About two
months. Ho left to come to East Tenneeseo to re-

cruit.
When and whero did you noxt eeo him ? Ans.

saw him at Kcoxville, October 0, 18C3.
W&s the regiment then at Knox villa? When did

it get there, and how long did it remain there? Ant.
It was; it arrived October Oth. 18C3, and remained
until 16th of December following.

Who commanded tho brigado to which tho Sth
wca attached on tho march to Kentucky ? Ans. Col.
Casemont, 103d Ohio Infantry.

Did Thornhill romain behind? If so, Btatu all
you know on this subject? Ans. Ho romained.be-hin- d.

I saw htm Have the comfid at Knoxville
whon wo were ordered to Xmey.iKMt it

tuld mo ho gave-- him no authority te roaaala
bohind.

What was Thorahill's conduct while the regiment
w.ss nt Knoxvillo? Ans. It was very insubordi-
nate.

Stat." what you know in roferonce to orders givon
to Thorn'bill to rejoin tho command? When and
where diu 'ou oxt soo Thornhill after leaving
Kno?lll3 ? What transpired between him and Col.

Parsons at NA'illo. State the facts in full? Ans.
Col. Parsons told mo that ho had first sent word and
then ordered hit,"! by telegraph to rejoin the com-wan- d

while wo Rce at Camp Nelson, Ky. 1 saw
Thornhill next at Nashvillo about tho 28th or 20th
of March, 1804. There htm a difficulty then between
him and Col. Parsons. At Nashvillo I saw Thorn-Tii- ll

go to Col. Parson'e tent twico without seeing
Mm. On his third visit I camo up, Thoy were
standi ng near the tent talking. Thornhill wo try-

ing to forco Col. Parsons to put him m command of
company B, claiming that ho had tho right; that
the roan appointed, D.lf. Caldwell, should not com-

mand 'the company for which be h&dTecruited. Col.

Parsons told Thornhill that what he had dono ho
expected to remain so ; that if Capt. Caldwell chooso

to command tho company he could do so, as ho (Par-
sons) had given him the opportunity; that it was
no use to argue tho point any longor. Thornhill in-

sisted that ho should argue the point. Cel. Parsons
told him that from what he could learn, ho (Thorn-

hill) had come thero for a difficulty, aad to create a
disturbanco in the regiment, and if that was his
business he could leave Thornhill told him he had
as good right thero as ho (Parscas,) or any ffinor

man. Col. Parsons told Him that hfT could leayo
there, and ho refused so to do, telling tbl- - Panons
him and hk wholo combined forco could not "put him
out of there Col. Parsons then ordered Captain
Armstrong to go to company A and get a guard of
eix men. Thornhill then stepped away to the loft
about forty yards to a tent, as he went plating,
"That you have assorted ono thing that is falso in
iU faee Colonel you can't put me out of here," and
thofl ho went into tho tent and camo out buckling
on a holt with a piste!, and then walked back past
tho Colonel's tent, omo six or eight steps in front of
the tent waving his hand toward tho Colonel and
tcl'ifrg him to put that thing through. At that Urao

Cantata ArHHtrong was coming, rather meeting
Thm-nljil- L Col. Parsons stePDOd un toward tho
guard and ordered the guard to arrest Thorahil!.- -

Tnornniil drew an army or navy piswj, uuu wiu
tho guards he did aot wast o hurt them, but would
ahoot Col. Parsons. He presentod his pistol at Col.

Parsons, and Capt. Armstrong knocked tho pistol
down, tho ball enter ig the ground near Armstrong s

porson. Col. Parsons drew his pistol and shot, tho
ball entering ThorahM'a throat near his windpipe.
Thornhill then fired hi pistol again at Col. Parsons.
Col. Parsons and the gaard then closed in on Thorn-

hill and arrested him, aad seat Aim to the Provost
Marshal at Nashville. All tbte 'was doae m tho
jegirflCitai camp, near Nashville.

Whavwas the bearing of Thornhill whentecaase
to Parsons' teat, and up to the liaae of the shooting,
and what was that of Col. ParsoBS? Ans. Thorn-

hill was talkiag very insultingly to the Ccpel, and
the Colonel talked to him very gealleH-.anT-

y.

What do vou know about the release Of Tfaorn- -

what conditio as ho

Marshal tbld mo that ho pledged hisaself.
Was was not Col, Parsons at time 01 tho

difficulty on duty as coaawandiag regi-mo- at

? Ans. Ho was commanding Tegimeat-Wha- t

Thornbiirs moral character ? Slate, in
fall, all you know In reference his threats of
tenco and towards Col. Parsons and
Other officers and meu of Cavalry?

a. trcncral character was that of a desperado.

mh told at Knoxvillo that ho intendod to
Lvn with about mat- -
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hard of hU plotol. hU band under hb cow

Bfe,. v'JE???1- -
W not hf'V i MM.upW ii (Pars) and taW h,,wtedewanan Mine had a difccnltv nrlvaiV&.tLnk-ar;- i .tf- i- ri x.... .
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merit in regard to Thornhill ? Ant. They were I ging towreand fchinwelf. die
UCnlly communicated to Col. 'IVrinna C.n) ' at. fji ani. ATfKail Riat

Parsons expected to have a deadly conflict with him.
Several other oflcers expected the same.

Was it safe for way ocer of the sth Tenneeeee
Cavalry, knows to be friendly to Col. Parsons, to
trayel even on duty anywhere about-Knozvill- e with-
out a;gard or escort, hecaaso of tae prehability of
asMjgiaationJ Ans. I don't think it was safe when
it was understood to be a frfend of Col. T&nom.

At. the tine of the difficulty at Nashville was
Thornhill dreesed in officers uniform I Ans. Ho was

91..
You have staled that Thornhill Hiid Capt. Cald

well aerer shoo Id cotsflaaad a wv&mar ihal the
(Thornhill) had recruited. Pls state hew many
aseo Thornhill Tecruited for the coHtpaay eeiaaiaad-e- d

by Capt. Caldwell? Am. Three.
Was Hsu-io-n Jo&ee a deserter from compairy B, oftli ojt T- -. .. ri .1 n a..- - T j " S"" ft11 J.cutwwe ayrfirv I JIWS. X Co, 617; SIB Ue

wwa BOBieime.iR April, ib04.

Q:t'ea ly Judge Advccs.lt. Was not Newman's
diigjilty with Capt. Bell at Knoxville a personal
os? Ans. I think it grew out of tho difficulty that
i ayeposen oi oeiween me ana xnornnni.r-

- Were jnot the officers who expected a deadly dif--
tuuivj jun jLcornnm inose wno Knew mat con-
sidered them personal enemies? Ant. Somoofthem
were and some were not. He considered them ona- -
rniee 10 him because fnendrof Col. ParEohE.

Was aav officer or man of the Bth Tfnnnsin, - w -

alucked ia going through Jefferson county by
Thonihill or his friends? Ans. Yes. sir. JoseDhCar--
man, Sergeant,, company D, was attacked by Capt.
Thornhillin going through Jefferson county in 3Feb-rua- ry

or March,( 1805.
What was tha'cadse of hc attack 7 Ans. My un

derstanding from Carman was, something in regard
to the difficulty1 between and Thorhhiu at
Nashville.

Tho testimony being read over to the witness, he
was permitted to retire.

The then adjourned until 2, p; Aug. 22.
SIXTH JJAT.

Two, P. it., Tuesday, August 22d, 1835, court met
pursuant to adjournment.

Present, same members as at last meeting, the
Judge Advocate, the accused, and counsel.

Wa Ledgcrwood, second witness for iho defence,
bcing duly sworn, as follows;

Questions by Accused. What is your name, and
where do you reside? Ans. Wm-- . Leagerwood, Knox
county, Tennessee. , .

Do you know Col. 'arsons, the Recused1 now be-

fore the court, jso, hqw long have you known him,
and what is hiJgpaerill character? Ans. I have
known him abpat twetijy years; I consider his char-
acter as good as any turn's.

Did you meM with John A. Thornhill at any time
during the wfjitcr of 180-3- 64 if so, state whon,
where, and whttt was said? Ana. About tho last of
February or fijrst of .March, 1864, I met him in
Onion county, Tennissca, with threo or four men.
I had never seijn him jbeforo, that I know of. When
I met a fdw wort'l? passed, and somo one said
that was Capt. Thornhill, and ho proposed trading
mo two horses. Ho told mahis price, whitih I thought
too high. 'After lealsing from the Captain that he
belonged to the Oth Tennossoo Cavalry, I then asked
him when he was going to his command. His an-

swer, as I remember it, was, that 41 Ho did not know
by G d he should ever go to it."

The testimony was then read over to the witness,
and ho was. permitted to retire

L. O. Hose, third witness for defence, being duly
sworn, testified A3 follows:

What is your name, and wliorc do you reside. Ans.
I. 0. Hoss, Washington county, Tenn. I live in
Knoxville at present.

Did you see any part of a difficulty between Lt.
C. P. C. MiwM. of.the th Tmwm Ckviltx?
aad Jifthu t Thernhili at XnvUKMBiseAhir
about tho 19th of Jaae last? If so, state an you
know of it? Ans. I heard part of the eoaversa- -
tion tnat occurred between them, tho atmcuity oc-

curred in our storo houso. I was at tho rear end of
tho building and did not hear the first part of the
conversation. The first thing- - I heard Thornhill
iehargd.tbe .Cr4o-ae- l wltkawoivvinga d d He against
him. I suppose meant at a former trial ho had
in the regiment. He did not mention when. Ho
then, told bim if ho had any business in that houso
to eettle.it quickly and leave. Tho Colonel said ho
had somo bufincsrj, and said something to a gentle-
man in tho storo and wont out. After he had gono,
Thornhill said, "It was he (Thornhill) bad 210

arms with him, for if ho had ho said ho would havo
killed him." Ho was a good deal but in a
few bis feelings changed, and ho seemed to
jorot tho difficulty very much.

David It, N. lilackburn, a citizon of Jefferson
county, Tenn., being duly sworn, testified asfollqws:

What is your name, and whero do you reside ?

Ans. David K. N. Blackburn, Now Market, Jeffer-
son county, Tenn. J:i;--

Were you formerly connected with the 9 th Ten-
nessee Cavalry, and in what capacity ? Am. I was
1st Lieutenant and Adjutant, Oth Tonnc3soo Cavalry.

Aro you acquainted with Col. Parsons, so, what
is his character as a man and a soldier ? Ansl I
am; his character ns a man and a soldier, as far as
I have ever known him, has been as good and as
pure as any man I ever know.

Aro vou acquainted with tho character of John A.
Thornhill, if so, what was it? Ans. I was slightly
acauainted with Jobu A. Thornhill: ho had tho
character of a man who would rovengo an
that ho had received to tho fullest extont.

Was ho not very apt to imagine that ho had been
injured when none had been done him? Ans. Ac-
cording to the best I could learn of him, ho was.

Were you with the regiment a t Camp Nelson, Ky.,
in the winter of 18G3-''- i? Did you carry a dispatch
to the telegraph ofllco at that place addressed to
cither Maj. Armstrong Maj. Hunt at Knoxvillo,
directing that John A. Thornhill and others should
bo ordered to tho regiment ? Ans. I was at Camp
Nelson, and carried a dispatch addressed to Major
Hunt, ordering them to report to the regiment.

What authority had Thornhill for being absent at
that timo ? Ans. None, that I know of.

Wero you with tho regiment at Nashville about
tho last of March, 1804, the timo of a difficulty

tho accused arid Thornhill ? Ans. I was.
Havo you since that timo had a difficulty with

Thornhill, if so, state what it was aad what it aroso
from ? Ans. I had at Knoxvillo. It arose from
tho fact that he supposed I had given Col. Parsons
tho pistol with which he shot him (Thornhill.) He
said if I did I would have to settle with him for it.
I did not give tho Colonel ft pistol at that timo re-
ferred to,,

Had you ever giveu Thornhill any cause for this
difficulty other than your connection with the regi-
ment and your friendship towards Col. parsons.
Atis. No, sir. '

After your affair Thornhill at iLnoxville,
would you not havo oxpectcd a deadly difficulty with
him at any time upon meeting him. Ans. X would.

Ouesiiona bit Judtic Adictaic What reply did you
uHschargerf, and at whose instance was he released? ' mRkc to Thorchill'a statement "that if you did hand

My Understanding from Col. Parsons, aad tho I tho pistol to Col. Parsoa-j- , ho wouldhava a sottle-Pro-vo- st

Marshal, was that Col. Parsons west tolho I ment with you" Ans. I told him I "was ready
Provost Marshal and told him to release Thorahlll, j any time.
orovided ho would nlcdeo himeelf not to injure Col. You made no explanation aa to whether yon did
Pnreons ttt anv of his cotHsaaBa. Ans jsriuvusw 1 or aia not 1 ams. jl wui mm a uiu v.
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Question by Court.- --Did Thornhill at any
molest or abueo any person or persons without a
just ciraso.

timo

Ans. I don't know.

Question by Accuud. Did he have any just causa
for attompUng the, life of tho accused at Nashville?
Ans. I did not think so,

Tho testimony was then read over to the witness--

and bo was permitted to retire.
Court then adjourned to ft, a M., Wednesday, Aug.

met Thornhill in i 23d, ISC. , vs v va e

Kight, J.. M., Wednesday, August 23d, 1665, court
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that-po- u are rint Paiaomt, Colonel. 0th Tenr,eo Cavalry.ttZK inqnirlng after my charao- - A. W. Armstrong, fiftk l witaess for tho defease,
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S.gto;nat0 reside? An. A.V. ArsasHrong,
in EWOUriog faW Knot cwtntv. Teas. .1)?r had o more, , idea, of j Were formerly connected with the 9th

him Col. iarrows n.f. . - r.i.. --.t.:, .iw vruilin Ana. 1
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. sWe yotf ajfwitefi M the aocuU Hew
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Aim. 1 have known Mm all wv Met' bk acaroeUr
at in diieer and a cHiees, hae Wn m '1ht
of ty ran I ever was oulnd wHk. .

"Wr you rnt at a di flktrtiy b we a, A.
Thornhill ttmt, (Vl. JParKiaalat the eaeamyaeii rf

I

talil ttiH Cnlivaa
jl himnbir. Tha '

Coleaei eaid,he was not excited: ami leld Tfaornbill
to 0 eff and not interrupt him or his mea.' Thora-hi- ll

said he bad as much right therjias he (Parstns,)
and iatended to stay until he was rdady to go away,
aad told the Colonelhe could not puthmi away from
there. Col. Parsoaa then asked hiih again to leave

said that he did not want to nut him out ofithers
by force at all. Thornhill then saM he defied tha
Colonel and his whole regiment lol'put him oat' 6?
mere, abb uoiouei luen oraerea tco to get a detail
and arrest him, and take him. to . the ProvostTMar--
Bhal. I then went for aha detail, and after I had' - . i . - Y ii 1 rt . . , .gosea iew nep6tA,i-aiu- inornnm stepped down
the street I got tbVbefl, aad as 1 came albngback
Thornhill was comiii'g ep io ebmpany B, and was

?ist the Colonel's tent, and asTcamedowc CJiloael
told 'moYtherie was that man, rapd ' to'Urret

fliBi. JLHorncnu.inen ' turned round, crew out hk
Eirtol, and said to the Colonel, "I dbh!i wait to

of your ioA xi, bh'tl'li abbot vou ;a I ran at
him as quick as I conld, and he then'had his pistol
cocked and about on's-Plaws'- as T fhnhtrKf! --Wif ha
Colonel. I grabbed ,the pistol and jerked it dowii
and as I jerkedifdown it went off; Thorahill then
got ii out of my hands and' fired iagain
onel. The "Colonel bad-ge- t his piarpl out and'hbout
the time Thoriihill Ifecthe second timo the Giktn'M
flredl --Thornhill aimed to IrathsJthird!tiafc4iKl"-- I

hit his arm and knocked 'the pit6l1(futrolF his hand,
when be and the Colonel clinched. "I and some of
the men then got hold of Thprnhill, and tookTaiij
off to the Provost Marshal, still saying as he went
aiuuc wBtuv tuiijg waa uoi uoiie witn inat no at
lowed to have a settlement;

What was Tbornhili's bearing and niahn or through- -
Anf h ft AlUR fm'tW A.A mlial'l!...! P 'fl1 Tl nwuv tun wmvumjri uuu hum LUSfc Ul' VUI, JTUrEOua I
Ans. Col. Parsons appeared to talk pretty mild, and
Thornhill seemed to want to get up a difficulty with
the Colonel.

Havo vou since that timolx-e-o in constant expec
tation oi a aeaajy conntct witn Tbornbill? if'EO,
upon what is this apprehension been foundod?" Ans.
I have, on account of my arresting him. He told
mo at that time he intended to havo a settlement
with me for it.

Had you ever civen Thornhill anv causo fop fiis
noiiuity towaras you, excent your action under Col
Parsons' orders at tho time of the difficulty at Nash.
--ville, and because of your connection' with the Oth
Aenneseee uavairy, ana your supposed friendship
for Col. Parsons' Ana. No, sir.

What is or was the character of John- A. Thorn
hill, and what has been his conduct towsrds'Colonel
Parsons and the officers and:mcn of the iejiment?
Ans. His character was bad, from al I have heard.
His conduct has soomed as though ho wanted & row
witn mom, or some ono oi tnom.

K.

Qucstionsby Judge Advocate. Did'Thoruhill seem
to want a row with a man simply because he belonfifed
10 tue via fAonneEseo vavairy, or because. J10 consia-ere- d

iim a personal enemy ? Ans! 1 think because
n Vintr.M.nH . .v I. n n.U m '3' 1uu uoiuugcu iaj tu uiu a euiiL-i-s uu, auu was irienaiy

to tho Colonel.
Had Col. Parsons any enb-anie- s in tho Oth Tennes

see? Aub. I don't know ofiftiis having one
Testimony was read over its, tho witness, and ho

was permitted to retire. '

TO BE CONTINUED.
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IT IS TI1E DUTY OP EVERY POOR MAN T0(,IN- -

6UREU Lie ebltago every, mbdorato mons'hls
;. ;
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dense j;oTory rich' men bis mnneioDj so that dopendent

loved qos may not bo nsado to snQbr tho uufoiseca calam-

ity of 'Fire. Tho Dwellings thonld ALL bo Insured.

It lit the duty of cvory debtor to iniaro for tho protec-

tion his creditor, and it is tho duty of creditor to s cd

that tic does it, and, if ho trill not do it, do it himself.

Merchants of th wi6or sort havo a proverb, tbaf'Tbe
basinws that will not pay for iasu'ranec, will not pay,, to

follow." All Merchants should insure.

M&Bufaotnrcra should insure, of course, tho special

dangers of firo aro too appajrentB mills and rjianyctnr-in- g

ostabliah'anats to need any urgent appeal?.

Psrsesal Proberty of every insurablo deeeription. and

every otbr kli'd of dcslrablo Fire Kifik taiea at as favor-

able rates ami ralfes as safety aad experience will rioraiit.

W

The JEtna preeeatc unequalled facilities- - for granting

first-cla- js Insurance upon. all property liable to destruo-tioabylTR- E.

f r -

Every iaaa shoald Jasare, the hurniag of ;w,koio' prop-- ,

erty would injure or iacooreBico -- hiseeeif, hk family,

or bis aeighborn.
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